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Scriptures, in your Letter to your 


; * 


from a new Light you have 1 received, 
| which to me appears groſs Darkneſs. 


Fou quote” John xvi. 13, When the 854. 3 
4 rit of truth is come, he wi 1 guide you into all 
truth: And hence infer, that the Scripture is 
not the only touchſtone of truth. p. 8. Pray 


then, by what rule: will you try the Spirit, 


- whether it be of God? - You! muſt admit the 
Seripture to be the only rule to try our ſpirits _ 
by, or you muſt leave every man to follow his 
own. imagination. There is but this alterna-" 

„„ e Vn tive: pb) 


E” eee your G on ay 4 


Friend, I could not but obſerve, that 4 
you either defignedly or xenon e 
apply many precious texts. s you 7 
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owns eren Ne arty: av - 
our Spirits by ; l 09 man muſt or tis 
own fancy. WW” 
But you quote JohgJxix. 26. 6 The Come. be 


: ſorter whom the Father will ſend i in my name, 


He will teach you, all thin — p. IT. . E 


% This ena corre 


ii. 27. Ye have an unction from the Holy [ 


One, and ye need not that any man teach you. 

- Surely you muſt ſee this cannot be taken literal- 
Fo ot you. overturn. the, Apoſtle's own argument. 
or if we are to wnderftan it without atry li- 
mitation, there was no need of St. John's « either 
preaching or mitingh g a0 
Fou add, This is a glorious truth, 8 1 
when experimentally known, will lead us e 


: Va the higheſt eſtimation, of the Scripture.” Very . 


7 true: but does not the Lord uſually bring us ; 
99 the knowledge of this glorious truth, by - 
the preaching of his Word? Was. not: 756 WE. 


brought to this knowledge of the Spirit of le- 


| ſus, by hearing his word preached f And. did: - 


5 f 8 not ou then try your ſpirit, whether it was * ; 


God, by the word of bis teſtinaony } Tes, 
Teo the law and the. teſtimany” we muſt A 

9 11 there, is no f 8 
5 D 85 1 . 
' Bur how amazing i is your Pat a. «1 % 

know not any Society of Chriſtians, except 

the people called ks. that arch a” full ; 
” teſtimony to the doctrine of divine Infpiration,” = 
Sureby then you dere ſondt how you: Was pun 
ged from your Former fins + For did not Ln 


receive that Inſpiration, when you. received. re» = 


miſſion of fins, among the people called Me- Fe 
8 2 ? Thy you not bg, teſtify it to @thers 
-has a iu, TIP at Cork, en ? 


= : Te 8 
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//ßvʒw ite 
f divers parts of /reland, then in many parts e 
| England, and afterwards in Scotland, whence you © 
| © wroteto. Mr. V, That you had been 4 
greater bleſling to the people there, than any 
that had ever gone before you This Letter 
I not only ſaw; but anſwered, reproving you 
for the high opinion you had of yourſelf, and 
for ſpeaking ſo diſreſ 1 of many worthy 
| men, that had been called of God, long before 
you was called out of Egypt. But now you 
not only contradict all your former Experience, 
but are ſo blind as to think a dumb ſpirit, ven 
in public Aſſemblies has been your calling for 
many months ! And thus it is, that you bear a 
full e to the doCtrine of Divine Inſpira- 
Tuͤ0Oou tell us, p. 25, Seyeral have acknow- 
„ ledged, they had attempted to preach, when 
5 they had a clear ſenſe of being unqualified for 
the work: and bewailed the neceſſity they were 
under of acting contrary to their own judge- 
: ment. | And you add, «c This J believe, (for | 
I ſpeak by Experience) muſt frequently be the 
; : caſe with well-meaning men, who fit Or unfit, 
JJ TJ NTT 17 1 en: 
2 I believe you miſrepreſent both your bre- 
thren and yourſelf. I take what you call“ your 
oven Experience,” to be no other than the va- 
 ||- pours in your head: for | have a. better opint- 
on of your heart, than to think you could be 
guilty of ſo baſe an action (which ſurely no 
well-meaning man could be guilty of!) as to 
-. * a&tcontrary to your own Judgment,” in a 
matter of ſodeep importance. As to the Ve- 
cell you ſpeak of, I am perſwaded none ever 


7 


_. -defired you to preach contrary to, your -] nn 
. Judgment, except it were ſome well-meaning 
old wife, or good-natured young Lady.. - p | 
| WE; A a By 3 £3 | 55 ö 


0 6 5 

1 TFany Wave! called of God to preachy he 

| weis his on utter inſufficiency for the work: 
Andofteny/a"very ſtrong reluftance, Vet his 
| 1 tells Kink; he ought to obey God: 
N et fit or unfit:” for God calls no one to 


It aftefwards he is at any time unfit for it, be 
has made himſelf fo, by trifling with God. 
ut you tell us of others, who feel no want 
f and therefore do not wait for, the Divine 
dice Tf chere are ſuch, I wiſh 9 and you 
may be ſilent, till that 4d 1 is given you. 


Keep thy foot when thou goeſt into the houſe 
God.“ Why did you not add the other 
part?“ And be more ready to hear, than to 
3 offer the facrifice of fools.” Eceleſ. v. 2. But 
who; ſuppoſe him ever ſo. << e to hear, 

5 can hear a dumb Preacher? _ 
= Vou add, Be not raſh with thy mouth . 
K 8 ant" let not thy heart be haſty to utter an 
thing before God.“ A juſt reproof of thoſe 
Preachers, who, like Nadab and Abihu, offer 
range fire before the Lord. But does not the 
Prophet give as juſt a reproof to thoſe Preach- 
ers Who are dumb dogs, and cannot bark? 
Fi. 37, You blame your friend for affirming, 
there is neither Command nor Example in 
; Seripture, for ſilent waiting in a Public Aﬀem- 
_ © *bly,2” Certainly there is not: If none preſent 
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on the other hand, „ there is neither Command 
5 nor Example in Scripture, for Singing men or 
Organs.“ I grant it : let them go: I have no- 


5 Hold Stop, friend John! 27 ou mean 


5 


* 


mus work, whom he doth not make fit for it. 


2 P. 26. You give us part of 8 8 leben ; 


| were called to preach, St. Paul directs them to 
ling and pray; not be ſilent. But you affirm, 


"= cnn ade YT of [TOR hen cer- 
tainly .- 


- 


I; 


thing to do with them. — “ Or E ol J 


Weg” 


not you remember the example of Paul and 
Silas, ſinging even in the priſon? Do not 


deerſtanding alſo? Nay, we have not only Ex- 
ample, but an expreſs Command given by the 
| © Tame Apoſtle (Col. iii. 16), Let the word of 


Afterwards you largely plead for Silent wait= _ 
Ang upon God in the public Aſſembly. And did 


feed his ſheep, that he ſhould feed them by his 
Silence? Or did Paul mean, that Timothy 


and good works?” And if Paul greatly con 


unknown tongue, except there be ſome to in- 


who can underſtand a dumb Preacher, any more 


* 


tainly our Lord's prayer is one. And this we 
ure exprefsly commanded to uſe. Himſelf ſays, 

not only, After this manner pray ye: but, When + 
And is there no Example of Singing in Serip- 


ure? Do not you remember the example 


of our Lonp himſelf, finging the Hymn with 
his Diſciples in the Mount of Olives? Do 


you remember Paul's own. words, I will 
-fing with the Spirit: I will fing with the un- 


God dwell in you richly in all wiſdom, teach- 
ing one another in pſalms and hymne, and ſpi- 

ä ritual ſongs, ſinging with grace in your hearts 
-unto the Bord??? 1 


our Lord mean, when he commanded Peter to 


ſhould be ſilent, when he directed him to be 

inſtant, in ſeaſon out of ſeaſon ??, Was it by 
Silence, that all the Churches were to“ exhozt - 

one another, and provoke one another to love 


_ -demns ** ſpeaking to the Congregation in an 


terpret their words; would he not at leaſt equal- 
ly have condemned all ſilent Preachers, except 
there were ſome to interpret their ſilence? For 


than one who ſpeaks in an unknown tongue? 


But ought we not to wait upon God 55 
| - Undoubtedly we ought : Preachers in particu- 


* 74% : .” 
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n. A piiblic. Preacher, called of God by bis 
hy Spirit, if he be led by bim, waits upon God not 


: the other to 
nor even open your mouth in prayer, for thoſe ] 
who are dropping into the pit? Inſtead of this, 


led ſpiritual men, it appears fooliſhneſs to ſee a 


they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, and as the 
Spirit gave them utterance.” Then | theſe fi- 
lent Preachers are not moved by the Holy 
SGhoſt: for the Spirit gives them no utterancc. 


called to preach. Firſt, Their diſcourſes 
were not premeditated. :They delivered what 
was immediately given them from the Lord: 


(8) 


only. in the preaching- houfe, but much more 
in his cloſet. Vea, he waits upon God, where- . 


ever hei is, and whatever he is about. There- 
fore he is always prepared to be a mouth for 


the Lord to the people, and for the. Pape ; 


5 God! in Prayer. 


And I appeal 3 Geng ( 161 i . 


— is not as dumb as your tongue has lately been 
in the public Aſſembly) how can you ſee giddy 


young people before you, and grey-headed fin- 
ners about N and not warn either one or 
from the wrath to come ? Nay, {| 


. 


you fit humming and hawing, you and your”: 


friends, as if the Lord had forfaken you all! 


But you confeſs, to natural, and fome cal- 


congregation waiting on God in filence.” P. 30. 
Truly, there is no ſet of people, except the” 
Quakers, to whom it does not appear fooliſhneſs; 
And are all theſe natural men? And only cal- 


ted ſpiritual men? You ourſelf for many - 


years thought this to be fooliſhneſs : Was You . 
all the time a natural man? 1 
P. 32. You ſay, © Holy men of old ſpake as . 


But you will ſhew us what Preachers were 


for which you eite, 1 John i, 2, 3; What we 5 
have ſeen We oureyes and heard with our ears, 
; | „ declare 


md 


8 one by one, there muſt have been ſome filence,, 


p 4 


when they ſpent wok ae ache! 


— 


4 [ 


 deckare we unde you. (” And _ out fellow || 
ſhip is with the Father, and with his Son, Jeſus; 
_ Chriſt,” Nay, this text proves rather, that St. 


did premeditate, and that he was now de- 


| ivering to them, what himſelf, as well as Peter 
and ames, had been long meditating upon. 


ou next quote Pſalm, 30. But if this proves 
any thing, it proves that we ought to premedi- 


tt,te, that we ought to wait upon the Lord is . 
bout cloſet, in deep meditation, that we may: - 
be prepared to ſpeak, when, we come — Þ 


ngregation. 


Vour fecond Proof is, « As ay dropheſilc ied 
to: prevent two ſpeaking at once. One did 


not en till the other 1 Ne haw 1 
Es lay, thirdly, < The preſent mode: of 7 
ane mans ſpeaking for an hour together, with-, | 
out admitting others to ſpeak, was not known. 
among the firſt minifters of the goſpel.” Nay, 
dic ngt Paul at Epheſus continue ſpeaking _ 
without admitting any other to ſpeak? 


And. ſo did many of the primitive Minaſte 


OG praiſe... $3 


the 3 miniſters, that they are juſt 


* You. ſuppole it quite abſurd, for. 
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| then is the practice of the people . 
; led Quakers, from agreeing with the praftics 


e in all theſe three particulars; . 8 


WE to be conning over old books, picking 3 

.. cut TOS here and there, committing Z 

t bis memory, and then retailing them to hi 

_ auditory,” Vet St. Paul himſelf has dene 

 fomething very like this. He committed to his Lo 

memory what he had read im an old book, and 
ed i tt to. his TO aaa 15 14 1 
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5 Get of 4 moſt ſolemn Diſcourſe: Abd even”. 
- __- _ - thisdifcourſe\ was attended with a very remätk⸗ 
„ . able blemng?; 27 750 +3 
=. WE - - Amwunuſual pleting dee A 1giſcourſe' of bt 
MfIXł. Flavel, which he delivered after his: 1 6 4 4 
”  waited* upon God in his cloſet much longer 
| : 


time than he was accuſtomed to do. An if 5 
| your” Teachers would thus wait upon God 
| I they \ would not be as dumb dogs; when 
5 8 appear in publie before thoſe HO Are aſ. 
= ſembled on purpoſe to bear the Word * the” Y 
1 | Lord from their mouth. | 
"ne ; But will John Helton, Above all: men fin fault 5 
a . a our conning over old books, when he ba . 
over and over done the ſame thing, 1 in this ver 
Letter? You'pive us an account of your con- 
"—_- over Barclay's Apol as the reaſon why 
vou left the Methodifts, wy in your Letter | 
you ſhew'you have conned over Church*Hifto— 
- HE Mr. Henry, and Archbiſhop! Tinotfon. bh 
You give us an account of Roman Hiſtoryz p 
23 of Saxon Hiſtory, p. 54. If chen it be 8 8 
ard to retail to a particular congregation e | 
ve have picked up from old 'Commentators ;- 
is it not much 5 5 abſurd, to retail 1 all he 
| world, what you have been lo Jong picking up : 
. You next quote Matt. x. 19, Lake no. 
” >... _ thought what things ye- mal! fay. For, che 
io Sho wall teach yow in the ſame hour, 
What ye hall . And tory this prove, thay 
we 'oupht not to 'meditate beforè we preach ? 
Ru - Surely er cannot but ſee, that our Forts 
© ſpeaking Here,” of their being + * brought! before 
” Magiſtrates. Ia this caſe they . not ke 
any thought before hand, what to lay; bor 
to rely on him who would at that [time and 
place give them ſach anfwers as ſhould'con- 
eee eee 8 718 00 0 e * 
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1 what has this to do with this Public a. 


ay of the word! With regard to this we are 


<«& Meditate on theſe things: give thyſelf whol- 


*, to them,” Study to ſhew. yourſelves ap- 
| Pres before God, wan Baer N not be : 


- 1 15 5 


: 8 ability at all” it is p 
35 to. the Miniſtry. 3 


Again you Kats, Matt. vii. 30. 66: Lim 5 
am with you always, even to the end of the 


world,” and add, We ſhould live in a con- 
| tinuaf dependance on the Lord, ſpeaking —_— 
_ the ability which God giveth. 5 © True: but 
does this prove, that they are not to ſpeak at 
all? Nay: Speak according to the ability 


which God giveth 3 If he give you no 
ain He has not called you. 


The truth is, moſt of 3 rake o little 2 


76, thou; ght (by prayer and ſupplication to the 
7 Lotd) what they. ſhould ſay, that frequently . - 
. b . have. nothing to fay, when 1 A 


the Lord in public. 115 
Againſt Baptiſm you quote Acts xi. . 


1 40 And as I began to preach, the Holy Ghoſt 


fell on them, hen remembered I the word | 


of the Lord, John indeed baptized with water; 


but ye ſhall be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt,” 


But do not we read in the preceding. chapter, 5 


concerning theſe very perſons, Then ſaid 


Peter, Can any man forbid water, that theſe 
ſhould not be baptized who have received the 
Holy Ghoſt, even as we? Here St. Peter ur- 


Gro Becauſe they are baptized with the Holy 
2 * ug! t Ay r to Aa tee ” 


mn 


1 
* * I , i 
% a OF " j 
1 ' 4 k b 
F * * 7 . 
" L — o a F i 4 
P _ x * \ 
4 / y X 4 *%s * \ 
: I G . 5 * 
= * s 
= N 


t of God, 4e Take heed unto thyſelf and - 
to thy doctrine FP Vea, hold | faſt the 7-5 
5 of and words. Give thyſelf Wade: 11 
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